Beech Green News

Thursday 11th September 2025

School News




Message from Mrs Musty

Welcome to the first newsletter of the new school year.

It has been great to talk to so many of you at the school gates and to get to know the
children. | have been very impressed with the way they have settled back into school life.
Our new Reception class are already getting used to and following our routines. The school
feels like a warm and exciting place to learn. | am delighted to be part of this welcoming
community.

In this newsletter you will find key class and curriculum information as well as important
dates for your diary.

Around school this term

This term we have a history focus at Beech Green. We are excited to learn about:
Reception - Who am I?

Year 1 and 2 - The Golden Age of Piracy

Year 3 and 4 - The Stoneage

Year 5and 6 - Ancient Egyptians

For more information about your child's learning this term please refer to your child's class
termly overview sent out by the class teacher last week.






Fundraising

A huge Beech Green thank you to Santi in Willow class! Before the holidays, Santi told his
parents that he wanted to raise money to buy some equipment for the school. Santi and his
family baked beautiful cookies in the shape of well known characters, advertised them
around the local area and made a lot of sales, raising £62.50! We are very proud of Santi and
grateful to his family for all their efforts on behalf of the school.

Friends At Beech Green

FABG is an active group of parents, teacher and friends of Beech Green Primary, who
fundraise thoughout the school year to enhance and improve the learning experiences for



our children, whilst creating fun events for our families and local community to enjoy. The
FABG meetings are very informal and everyone is welcome to come along. They'd love to
hear new ideas and suggestions and you can offer as little or as much time as you can.

Opal Donations

Our wonderful Opal team have compiled an Amazon wishlist of items they feel will enhance
the children's OPAL experience at lunchtimes. Of-course we would welcome any new
donations ordered from Amazon, but similarly, if you have any of the items secondhand, that
you would like to donate, we would be equally as grateful.

Our wish list can be found here: https://amzn.eu/bKV5Mhi

1- An important message in our Wildwood area, created by Mrs Howe and the team.
Attendance Matters!
'Success in school starts with attendance'’

The national target for attendance is 96%. Last year, attendance at Beech Green was 94.3%.
Our target for this year is 100% attendance for all of our children!

Your child’s attendance matters, the benefits are enormous. We want every child in school
every day, this is beneficial for their social skills, personal development, academic success,
and for safeguarding reasons.

The school gates open at 08:40 and pupils should be in class by 08:50 to begin their learning.

There is a morning and afternoon registration session during the school day. If your child
feels unwell in the morning, but starts to feel better, they can be sent in during the day.

Attendance is closely monitored at Beech Green. As a school we focus on children whose
attendance falls below the government recommended 96% or below, this is equivalent to 8
school days across the academic year. Attendance below 90% is poor attendance.

If we have concerns regarding your child's attendance, we will be in contact and you may
receive a letter and be asked to attend an attendance improvement meeting.



However, if you have concerns regarding attendance, please contact the school office or
your child's class teacher.

Absence Reporting:

You can report your child’s absence by:
e Calling or leaving a voicemail to the school office 01452 722363, Option 1
e Filling in an absence notification on parent mail

e Emailing or calling the office on 01452 722363 / admin@beechgreen.gloucs.sch.uk

(please note, the office is extremely busy before 10am, it may take longer to answer
your call)

If leaving a voicemail to report an absence, please ensure you give your child’s name and
class, and a reason for the absence, including symptoms of illness.

School Attendance

175 Non School 4175 days to use for
Days Each Year family time, visits,

holidays, shopping,
household jobs and
other appointments

WORRYING SERIOUS CONCERN

Parking Reminders

To help keep everyone safe and to make sure our neighbours are not affected at busy times,
we’d like to kindly remind parents and carers about parking around school:

* Please use the Tesco car park when dropping off or collecting children. The doctors’
surgery spaces are for patients, and it’s really important we leave them free for people who
need to see the doctor.

* Leave disabled spaces clear. The bays in the lay-by outside school are for Blue Badge
holders only — thank you for helping us keep them available for those families who need
them.

* Avoid using the school car park. Pulling in, even for a quick drop-off, creates risks for
children walking in and out of school.

Thank you so much for your support — by parking considerately we can keep everyone safe
and make sure things run smoothly for the whole community.


mailto:admin@beechgreen.gloucs.sch.uk

Lines of communication in school

At Beech Green, we value clear and open communication between home and school. To
ensure messages are passed on quickly and effectively, please follow the lines of
communication outlined below:

Class Teacher — First Point of Contact

Your child’s class teacher should always be your first port of call. They know your child best
and are best placed to deal with day-to-day questions or concerns. Our school SENCo, Mrs
Thorne, works closely with class teachers to ensure pupils with SEND receive the support
they need. Mrs Thorne will contact you if further support is required for your child.

* You can speak to them briefly at the classroom door at the beginning or end of the day.

e For anything that requires more detail, please email them directly. Teachers’ email
addresses can be found on the school website.

Please note: Teachers will only reply during their working day, so there may be a short delay
in receiving a response.

School Office

If you unsure who to contact, you can email the school office,
admin@beechgreen.gloucs.sch.uk, and clearly state who you would like your message
forwarded to.

Further Support

If your child's class teacher is unable to resolve an issue, or if you have safeguarding
concerns, you can contact Mrs Musty by email, head@beechgreen.gloucs.sch.uk, to arrange

a meeting.

We kindly ask that all concerns follow this structure so that they can be handled efficiently
and in the best interests of your child.

Please remember that teachers are committed to your child's well-being and learning. We
ask that all communication with staff be respectful, as positive collaboration helps us best
support your child together.

P.E and Forest School Days

On P.E days, children come to school in their PE kits and stay in them all day. We started this
practice after covid to minimise cross-infection risks, but soon found it gave children the
maximum amount of lesson time, as well as cutting down on lost property! A Beech Green
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PE kit comprises of black shorts, jogging bottoms or leggings, a white t-shirt, trainers and a
school sweatshirt. Earrings should either be removed or taped up.

Reception - Monday

Year 1 - Thursday (Forest school Monday, for this term)
Year 2 - Wednesday and Friday

Year 3 - Tuesday

Year 4 - Tuesday and Friday

Year 5 - Monday and Wednesday

Year 6 - Monday and Thursday

Every year group will have one term of doing Forest school and Outdoor learning. Children
are asked to wear a long sleeved top and long trousers and trainers. Things can get messy in
forest school, so these should be items that you don't mind getting dirty. As with PE kit,
children come to school in their forest school clothes and stay in them all day.

This term year 1 are doing Forest school, other year groups will be notified when it is their
turn.

Parent pay

School trips, special visits and school dinners need to be paid for via the Parent pay app. If
you are one of our new reception families, you will shortly receive a letter containing a
temporary user name and password enabling you to create an account for your child. This
needs to be done before an account can be linked to any older children already at Beech
Green. Year 3 children have now come to the end of the government's free school meal
scheme, so money will need to added to their parent pay accounts if they wish to continue
to have school meals. If you feel you may be eligable for free school meals, please visit FSM
GlosMeals are priced at £2.85 and are cooked onsite daily by the Caterlink team. Below is
the menu, which runs on a three week programme, with the highlights being, meat-free
Mondays, roast dinner Wednesdays and fish and chip Fridays!

Parent Governor Vacancy

We have an exciting opportunity for our parents to join our governing board. We are looking
for a parent who can bring a rich variety of skills and experience to our school, if you have a
passion for education and believe in Beech Green's vision and ethos this could be the role
for you! If you are interested in joining the governing body, please call into the school office
to collect an application form.


https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/education-and-learning/free-school-meals/apply-for-free-school-meals
https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/education-and-learning/free-school-meals/apply-for-free-school-meals

Play Team Member

The position will be for 6.66 hours per week working Monday to
Friday, term time only.

The successful candidate will be able to create a safe and stimulating outdoor
environment that prouides social,active and creative play experiences for all.
In addition you will be expected to work inside supporting lunchtimes in the

dining hall and classrooms.

Experience of working in a primary school setting is preferable
although not essential.

For more details, please contact
Amy Bancroft 01452 722363 - option 5

emuail: sbom@beechgreen.gloucs.sch.uk

Lost Glasses
A pair of children's prescription glasses have been handed into the office. They're black with

a Star Wars design on the arms. If you think they are yours, please call into the office to

collect.

Welcome to the Book Corner
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Out of the Blue
Robert Tregoning, illustrated by Stef Murphy
Just the most beautiful picture book celebrating the fact that it’s OK to be different.

In a world where only blue is allowed, a little boy loves yellow. His Dad finds out his secret
and helps him bring colour to the world! A great story which reassures children that they
shouldn’t be ashamed of who they are and what they love. The rhyming text makes it a joy
to read and the vibrant illustrations bring the whole story to life.
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The Houdini Inheritance

Emma Carroll



The English seaside, 1920s
A world famous escape artist . . . A suitcase full of secrets . .. And a death-defying stunt . ..

| absolutely loved this! It’s 1926, Glory and her best friend Dennis are captivated by Harry
Houdini and his incredible escapes. When he comes to their home town of Sidford-on-Sea,
Glory accidentally outsmarts him which leads the friends into a world of rivalry and
deception. The story moves across the Atlantic to New York which allows wonderful
descriptions of the sumptuous liner they travel on until they get to Coney Island in time for
the annual Vaudeville Show.

Community News

For Year 6 Pupils, from Severn Vale School

Severn Vale School’s Open Evening will take place on Thursday 18 September from 6:00pm —
8:00pm. As this is usually a busy event, parking can be difficult therefore we ask that if you
are able, could you please walk?

Open Mornings will take place on Tuesday 23 September and Thursday 2 October, from 9:30
—11:00am.



There is no need to book, just simply turn up for the event that is most convenient for
you. We look forward to showing you, and you child, our school.

Key Stage 2 girls...

Join us for Stroud High
School Open Evening
Thursday 9 October 5-7.30pm
Register online at
www.stroudhigh.gloucs.sch.uk

§ @StroudHighSch
@stroud.high

Barnwood Park School

' AMBITION | DETERMINATION | SUCCESS ‘
OPEN MORNNGS 7

Wednesday 1% October 2025
Thursday 2" October 2025

*Bookings only

OPEN EVENNG

Thursday 2" October 2025
6:00pm - 8:00pm

Headteacher talk at 6:00pm & 7:00pm
*No booking required

E’;u@ www.barnwoodpark.co.uk n BarnwoodParkSchool Barnwoodparksch

(S‘ 01452 530389 9 St Lawrence Road Barnwood Gloucester GL4 3QU

Help if we Can



On Friday November 7th at 7.00pm at Severn Vale School, local charity, Help if we can, are
putting on an Evening of Music, Song and Dance (based on Last Night of the Proms)

With the superb Gloucester Brass Band, the Gloucester D Choir, the Love 2 Sing Choir, soloist
Rebecca Crowther and dancers from the Susan Tomlins Schols of Dance, the evening will be
catered for with light refreshments, an auction and a raffle.

Join in with the singing of well known songs and as it is Remembrance Time there will be
Colours and Standards and a short Service of Remembrance.

Wear your fancy hats and bring your flags.

Contact email address <bulldog.smith@btinternet.com> for booking seat details.

L N Guitar Lessons at ol
u I a r \‘ Beech Green Primary §¢
LinkLearingar offerng gutark

Lessons =t

at Beech Green
Primary School

Al our tutors are enthusiastic musicians able to

certificates.

For any queries please et n touch vi
telephone at 07305507504 or email at
‘admin@linklearning education

Please rei;ister at

www.linklearning.education/re
LinkLearning is a team of teachers, musicians
and artists who believe that every child
should have the opportunity to develop and
express their creativity.

We work with schools, children’s hospitals
and community centres to deliver high-quality
creative activities that i
discovery and experimentation.

Our fresh approach engages high numbers of
children including those who can be left
hind by a more traditional approach.

GLOUCESTER
UNDER-11 NETBALL

Year1& 2 / Year3 & 4
Oxstalls Arena
Mondays, 5.15 - 6:15pm

Year 5 & 6
Oxstalls Arena
Mondays, 6:15 - 7:15pm

School ages as of Sept 25.
Open to boys and girls!

FREE TASTER SESSION

Get in touch to arrange:
“[F Zoe@challengersnetball.co.uk
0 www.challengersnetball.co.uk
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Message from The Beacon Children's Centre

We'd like to let you know about a very exciting after-school pilot event happening at
The Beacon Children’s Centre on Wednesday 17th September.

The session will be run by the fabulous Read With Me team and take place in our lovely
main Play Room from 3.15pm until 4.45pm.

It is provided completely free of charge.
Parents/carers will need to stay with their children throughout.
The planned format will include activities such as:

Games or crafting with a learning element or around a seasonal theme e.g. using scissors,
tying knots, threading, sewing, growing, telling the time, Halloween/ Bonfire
Night/Christmas

Drink and snack - to be made/cooked by the children
Stories - children will get to choose what is read

Songs and chat about home activities e.g. bedtime routine, preparing for school, folding
clothes, toothbrushing

Children to be able to choose books to take home. They will be allowed to keep them or can
bring back to swap for another.

For more information, contact: The Beacon, Valley Gardens, Kingsway, GL2 2AR Tel. 01452
920133

Dates for this Term

September

11th - "Getting the Foundations Right" - Meeting for Reception Parents - 8.50amSep
18th - FABG AGM - 6.30pm

October

3rd - FABG Bingo Night

8th - Friends at Beech Green (FABG) Meeting - 6.30pm

9th - Photo Day - Individual Portraits

21st - End of Term 1

22th - Inset day - Teachers only



23rd - Inset day - Teachers only

24th - Inset day - Teachers only

November

3rd - Start of Term 2

3rd - NHS Nasal Flu Vaccine - More details plus permission forms to follow
4th - NHS Nasal Flu Vaccine

10th - Yr 6 Cycling Proficiency Week

13th - FABG Disco

December

19th - End of Term 2 - 1.30 Finish

Contact Us
Beech Green Primary
St James

Quedgeley
Gloucester

GL2 4WD

https://beechgreenprimary.co.uk/

Email addresses for Wildwood After School Club and extra-curricular clubs

wildwoods@beechgreen.gloucs.sch.uk



https://beechgreenprimary.co.uk/
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